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Boreham Primary School 

Religious Education (RE) Policy 

 

 

Statement of Purpose of Policy/RE Curriculum Intent 
At Boreham Primary School, we believe that it is vital for all our pupils to learn from and about 

religion, so that they can understand the world around them. Through Religious Education, pupils 

develop their knowledge of the world faiths, and their understanding and awareness of the 

beliefs, values and traditions of other individuals, societies, communities and cultures. They learn 

to appreciate the way that religious beliefs shape life and our behaviour, develop the ability to 

make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues and enhance their 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. We encourage our pupils to ask questions about 

the world and to reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences.  

 

At Boreham Primary School we follow ‘exploRE’, the Essex agreed syllabus for religious education. 

 

Aims and Impact 

 

-Develop conceptual understanding of religion, religious beliefs and practices – in 

order that they can begin to engage in informed reflection and discussion about religions 

and religion.  

- Develop an informed appreciation of religions – in order that they can explore 

religions with openness, interest and enjoyment.  

- Value religious and cultural diversity – in order to enhance their social and cultural 

development and to contribute to a more just and civil society.  

- Create meaning from their knowledge and understanding of religions– in order to 

enhance their spiritual and moral development.  

- Develop an awareness of the richness of religions and their contributions to society 

and culture – in order that they can make increasingly mature judgements about the 

world in which they live.  

- Recognise commonality and difference within and between religions – in order to 

develop respect, openness and curiosity.  

- Develop a sensitive understanding of the significance of religious commitment and 

practice in the lives of individuals – in order that they might develop respect for 

individuals and their right to hold beliefs that are different from their own.  

The impact of this learning is that the children are able to make links between their own 

lives and those of others in their community and in the wider world. R.E. offers our 

children the means by which to understand how other people choose to live and to 

understand why they choose to live in that way.  
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Curriculum Implementation 
In EYFS there are 17 ELG’s and religious education should make an active contribution to these. 

Key learning experiences which should be regarded as entitlements for all pupils in the EYFS are 

identified in the ‘exploRE’ document. At Boreham Primary School religious education will be 

delivered within a cross-curricular context.  

 

There are 6 units to be explored at ks1 

*Special people 

*Special places 

*Special words and stories 

*Special things in nature 

*Special symbols and objects 

*Special ways of living 

 

These units are covered in relation to the home in Year 1 and in relation to the community in Year 

2. Teachers decide which order to teach the units in by making links to the different topics being 

covered that year. 

 

At Boreham Primary School we will be enabling children to learn about basic features of 

different religions in Years 3 and 4 before progressing to a more detailed examination of 

similarities and differences between different religions in Years 5 and 6. 

 

Learning in RE at the EYFS is about knowing who you are, where you belong and the things that 

are important in your life. It is all about recognising what things are important to others and 

developing respect for others, their culture and their religion. 

 

During KS1 children learn about different beliefs about God and the world around them. They 

encounter and respond to a range of stories, artefacts and other religious materials. They learn 

to recognise that beliefs are expressed in a variety of ways and begin to use specialist 

vocabulary. They begin to understand the importance and value of religion and belief, especially 

for other children and their families. 

 

At KS2 pupils learn about Christianity, other principal religions and Humanism, recognising the 

impact of religion and belief on individuals and society locally, nationally and globally. They also 

develop awareness of the fact that many people’s beliefs change in light of their life experiences. 

This is done in a spirit of respect and open-mindedness, so that barriers, misunderstandings and 

prejudices are broken down while critical awareness is retained. 

                                                                                 (exploRE 2015) 

 

Boreham Primary School is a community school and is very fortunate in that it has a church and an 

enthusiastic Vicar who visits the school. The church building itself is an extremely valuable 

resource and is willing to play a full and active part in the life of the school, and can provide 

support and guidance to both staff and pupils. Visits to St. Andrew’s Church are encouraged to 

give first-hand experience of the characteristic features of places of worship and the symbols 

and artefacts they contain. Such visits also provide a useful opportunity to put into context, the 
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experiences, ideas, beliefs, and attitudes of both pupils and other people – past and present. At 

the end of each term the school visits the church along with parents, friends, family and 

governors for a celebration assembly.  

 

Contribution to Other Curriculum Areas 
Teachers will plan units of religious education work to best fit in with the topics they are 

focusing on half termly or termly (see separate year group curriculum overviews). 

 

Contribution of religious education to the teaching of other subjects  

English  
Religious education contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively 

promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. We encourage children to write 

stories or record information in a variety of ways and enhance our speaking and listening skills 

through debate.  

 

Information and communication technology (ICT)  
We use ICT where appropriate in religious education. For example as a research tool or using text 

and graphics programmes to present their work in a different way.  

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  
Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual 

development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of 

life. We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of 

moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense 

of identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in 

so doing, they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own 

lives.  

 

Pupils with SEN (see our SEN Policy)  
We believe that all children have the right to access the RE curriculum. In order to ensure that 

children with special educational needs achieve to the best of their ability, it may be necessary 

to adapt the delivery of the curriculum for some pupils. We teach the RE curriculum to all 

children, whatever their ability. Through the teaching of RE we provide learning opportunities 

that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and 

responding to each child’s different needs. Where appropriate we may support SEN children in 

small groups or on a one to one basis. 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
RE is assessed by the class teacher twice a year, assessing whether a child is working below, at, 

or above based on what they have covered so far. The teachers use Target Tracker (b+, w+, s, s+) 

to record their judgements. If a child is working substantially below their current year 

curriculum then the teacher will assess in the appropriate band. Teachers assess using the 

national curriculum objectives as well as additional support materials where required, such as the 

non-statutory level descriptions for RE in Essex. 
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At the end of each academic year data is collated to show attainment across the school for boys 

and girls as well as the whole cohort and identify those working at greater depth. 

 

Review and Monitoring 
Subject leaders may monitor their subject through planning scrutinies, book scrutinies, lesson 

observations, see-saw, classroom drop-ins, displays, themed days and competitions, as well as 

through summative assessments on Target Tracker at the end of the academic year, where 

children will be assessed as B (beginning to access the year group’s curriculum) W (working within 

the year group’s curriculum) or S (secure within the year group’s curriculum).  

 

Policy Review 
This policy will be reviewed by the RE subject leader, on a two-yearly cycle.  

 


