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Boreham Primary School 

Geography Policy 
 

Statement of Purpose of Policy / Geography Curriculum Intent 
We believe that Geography provides all children with the ability to delve deeper and make 

connections to find out about our world.  We aim to inspire in our children a curiosity and 

fascination about the world and its people which will stay with them for the rest of their lives.  

Our world is ever-changing and Geographical enquiry needs to reflect the dynamic nature of 

people and places, with exploration being based on ‘the real’ and relevant, wherever possible. 

Geography will help them learn about how people influence and interact with the physical and 

human environment. Our vision is that our pupils leave with an increased confidence and 

understanding of Geographical facts and vocabulary, as well as the skills to explore their world 

and become responsible and valued citizens in our society. 

 

Aims and Impact 
To stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and develop a knowledge and understanding 

of the physical and human processes which shape places. 

 To increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect and 

understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country. 

 To provide learning opportunities that enthuse, engage, and motivate children to learn and 

foster a sense of curiosity and wonder at the beauty of the world around them. 

 To encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation of 

what ‘global citizenship’ means. 

 To make sense of their own surroundings through learning about their own locality and the 

interaction between people and the environment. 

 To develop the geographical skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps of 

different scales, and the vocabulary necessary to carry out effective geographical 

enquiry. 

 To be able to apply map reading skills to globes and atlas maps and identify geographical 

features. 

 To formulate appropriate questions, develop research skills and evaluate material to 

inform opinions. 

 To enable children to work geographically in a range of appropriate contexts, using a 

variety of materials and equipment including other people’s experiences and knowledge. 

Curriculum Implementation 
In Geography, lessons can be taught on a weekly basis, or teachers can block lessons to cover a 

series of objectives in succession. Based on the National Curriculum (2014), key objectives are 

taught within topics in each year group (see separate year group curriculum overviews). 

 

Early Years 
Geography is taught in reception as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. 

We relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early 
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Years curriculum which underpin the planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a 

significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s understanding of the world 

through activities such as finding out about different places and habitats and investigating our 

locality. 

 

Key Stage 1 
During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United 

Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. 

They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and 

outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and 

environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs. 

 

Key Stage 2 
During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United 

Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They find out 

how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out geographical 

enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use 

geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children will 

develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and 

recording information and identifying different views. They will acquire the appropriate practical 

skills associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and 

maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including 

aerial photographs, satellite images, etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the 

school curriculum, geography contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will 

ensure that links between subjects are maximized 

 

Contribution to Other Curriculum Areas 
Whenever possible and appropriate, cross curricular links should be identified. The theme 

‘Seasons Greetings’ for example, lends itself to work on daily weather patterns and seasonal 

change in the Science curriculum;, however could also link to weather and seasons in different 

countries.  This can then link to the R.E. and P.S.H.C.E. curriculums where children can learn about 

different religious and cultural celebrations across the globe.  Every year group should make 

cross curricular links to Geography when possible. 

 

ICT links 

ICT is a resource, which is planned for and used in Geography for: 

 Written work  

 Illustrations  

 Handling information  

 Directional work  

 Research 

Geography provides many opportunities to use ICT including videos, visualisers, Google Earth (on 

staff laptops), World Wide Web, digital cameras, DVDs, interactive whiteboards. Through using 

these opportunities pupils will develop and apply their ICT capability in the study of Geography. 
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Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
Spiritual development: Through helping pupils to recognise the beauty and diversity of the world. 

A geographical awareness helps children understand their place in the world. Geography provides 

opportunities for children to learn about sites of wonder, or physical features that they might 

wish to visit in the future, for example the Grand Canyon. 

 

Moral development: Through helping pupils to reflect on how the environment is affected by 

decisions made by people, so that the children can make informed choices in the future. Through 

discussion, the children learn to appreciate the moral dilemmas posed by introducing changes to 

the environment (for example, building a motorway) and the effects this can have on the 

surrounding area. 

 

Social development: Through helping pupils to understand the need to consider the views of 

others when discussing localities, settlements and the environment. Work on a locality in a less 

economically developed country provides an opportunity to discuss social issues. Fieldwork 

encourages collaborative projects, making the most of different strengths and interests within a 

team. 

 

Cultural development: By exploring different settlements, the children can gain knowledge of 

different cultures, learning tolerance and understanding of their diversity. 

 

Teaching Geography to Children with Special Educational Needs 
At Boreham Primary school we teach geography to all children, whatever their ability. Geography 

forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all 

children. Through our geography teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils 

to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each 

child’s different needs. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each 

child’s attainment and progress against expected levels. 

Health and Safety 
Visits and fieldwork are an essential part of the Geography Curriculum helping to develop 

geographical enquiry and skills. Children learn best when the learning environment is ordered and 

they feel safe, any visit should be well organised and provide a stimulating and valuable 

experience. The pupils should prepare well for the visit and, on their return, use the experience 

to good effect in the classroom. The class teacher, or leader, should plan the visit meticulously, 

with the pupils’ safety and welfare paramount. Please see the Policy for Educational Visits for 

detailed information. 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
Throughout lessons and units of work or blocks of teaching, teachers may use formal and informal 

methods of assessment, both summative and formative, to ensure that children are on track to 

meet the expectations of the National Curriculum. These assessments will inform future planning 

to ensure that the teaching of Geography meets the needs of all learners.  
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Geography is assessed by the class teacher twice a year, assessing whether a child is working 

below, at, or above based on what they have covered so far. The teachers use Target Tracker 

(b+, w+, s, s+) to record their judgements. If a child is working substantially below their current 

year curriculum then the teacher will assess in the appropriate band. Teachers assess using the 

national curriculum objectives as well as additional support materials where required. At the end 

of each academic year data is collated to show attainment across the school for boys and girls as 

well as the whole cohort and identify those working at greater depth. 

 

Review and Monitoring 
Subject leaders may monitor their subject through planning scrutinies, book scrutinies, lesson 

observations, see-saw, classroom drop-ins, displays, themed days and competitions, as well as 

through summative assessments on Target Tracker at the end of the academic year. 

 

Policy Review 
This policy will be reviewed by the geography subject leader, on a two-yearly cycle.  

 


