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Speaking and Listening Reading Writing Handwriting and Spelling 

 I can hear and say the initial sound in words. (thus 
preparing the children to notice sounds within words 
ready for writing).  

 I can name and sound the letters of the alphabet 

 I can recognise rhyme and alliteration. 

 I can hear and say sounds in words. 

 I can listen to stories and accurately anticipate key events 

 I can give my attention to what others say 

 I can respond to what I hear with relevant comments, 
questions or actions.  

 I can use and understand recently introduced vocabulary 
during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes, 
poems & during role-play. 

 I can express myself effectively, showing awareness of 
listeners’ needs.  

 I can use past, present and future forms accurately when 
talking about events that have happened or are to happen 
in the future. 

 I can develop my own narratives and explanations by 
connecting ideas or events.  

 I can use Talk for Writing strategies such as recalling and 
sequencing events in stories through story mapping, role 
play and puppet theatres and become confident with 
imitation. 

 I can develop pleasure in reading, 
motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding  

 I can hear and say sounds in words. 

 I can say a sound for each letter in 
the alphabet and at least 10 
digraphs. 

 I can segment the sounds in simple 
words and blend them together. 

 I can read words consistent with my 
phonic knowledge by sound-
blending. 

 I can use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words and read 
them aloud accurately. 

 I can read high frequency words.  

 I can read aloud simple sentences 
and books that are consistent with 
my phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception words. 

 I can read some common irregular 
words. 

 I can answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions in response to what I 
have read. 

 I can demonstrate understanding of 
what has been read to me by 
retelling stories and narrative using 
my own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary. 

 I can write recognisable letters, 
most of which are correctly formed. 

 I can write my name. 

 I can use and apply my phonics 
knowledge and skills in guided and 
independent reading and writing. 

 I can represent some sounds 
correctly and in sequence in words 
in my writing. 

 I can write captions and labels. 

 I can use Talk for Writing strategies 
through a range of genres, 
including: text mapping, sequencing 
events, write simple sentences to 
retell a text and begin to innovate. 

 I can write simple recounts of 
significant events (1 or 2 simple 
sentences). 

 I can write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read by 
others.  

 I can hold a pencil effectively to be 
able to form letters accurately. 

 I can begin to form all lower-case 
letters in the correct direction, 
starting and finishing in the right 
place  

 I can begin to form digits correctly 

 I can recognise and use single sounds 
in words. 

 I can recognise and use digraphs in 
words. 

 I can spell phonemes I have learnt in 
my writing correctly. 

 I can spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and representing the 
sounds with a letter or letters. 

 I can spell some words correctly and 
make phonetically plausible attempts 
at others, using some correct sounds 
and in sequence. 

 I can read and write some common 
exception words correctly. 

 I can manipulate letter size. 

  


