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Reading at Boreham Primary School  

Reading Curriculum Statement of Intent 

It is our intent at Boreham Primary School to provide pupils with a high-quality 

education in English that will teach pupils to speak, read and write fluently so that they 

can communicate their ideas and emotions to others effectively with enthusiasm and 

confidence. We believe that reading is an essential life skill which enables children to 

access the wider curriculum to its full potential while at school, and take full advantage 

of their life opportunities as they enter the adult world.  In our reading curriculum, it 

is therefore our intent to teach children to be able to read easily, fluently and with 

good understanding while developing children’s enjoyment of reading widely and often, 

for both pleasure and information. To be able to do this effectively, Boreham Primary 

School implements a clear, consistent, whole school Reading Cycle approach. Through 

our Reading Cycle we aim for pupils to enrich their vocabulary through a range of texts, 

extracts and class books whilst developing the skills of an effective reader so that 

pupils can successfully comprehend texts. We believe that high quality reading 

comprehension involves developing children’s understanding of a text by: building on 

their prior knowledge; broadening their understanding and use of vocabulary; improving 

their reading fluency to enable them to comprehend texts in oral and written form to 

the full potential. 

 

Aims and Impact                                                                                     

Boreham Primary School aims to: 

 Engage children in reading a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction texts across the 

curriculum through texts that link with curriculum topics wherever possible and by 

building on children’s prior knowledge 

 Promote children’s enjoyment of reading 

 Provide children with opportunities to use picture clues, phonics skills, word length 

and shape, knowledge of language and whole sentence context to decode and 

understand new vocabulary 

 Develop children’s ability to read fluently and understand a range of texts allowing 

them to become independent learners. 

 Develop children’s skimming and scanning skills in order to retrieve information 

from a text. 

 Provide children with opportunities to sequence events in texts, make predictions 

and summarise information. 

 Develop children’s ability to use evidence from a text to infer and draw conclusions. 

 Develop critical appreciation skills so that children can express an opinion, analyse 

and evaluate the intent of authors and compare and contrast a range of texts. 

 



The impact of this being that all children develop an enjoyment for reading as well as 

an ability to engage with and respond to literature, giving children the opportunity to 

enrich their lives at a personal level, now and in the future. 
 

Curriculum Implementation 
The programmes of study in the Primary Curriculum for reading at Key Stages 1 and 2 

consist of two dimensions; word reading and comprehension (both listening and reading). 

According to the national curriculum ‘…pupils should be taught to read fluently, 

understand extended prose (both fiction and non-fiction) and be encouraged to read 

for pleasure…’  

 

Shared reading techniques are used to teach reading during English lessons in all year 

groups, where fluent expressive reading is modelled by both adults and pupils. In 

addition, reading skills are taught and practised throughout the curriculum in all 

subject areas; for example, children may learn comprehension skills when reading an 

introductory text on a new topic or finding information using secondary sources in a 

History lesson.  

 
As soon as our children start school in Reception, they are taught to read using a 

systematic synthetic phonics programme. At Boreham Primary School, we use Letters 

and Sounds, which is enhanced by the use of Jolly Phonics resources, to deliver 

phonological awareness and phonics lessons to all pupils in Early Years and Key Stage 1. 

 

Phonics involves learning the relationship between sounds and written symbols, whereas 

phonological awareness involves sounds in spoken words and the understanding that a 

word is made up of a series of discrete sounds and syllables.  Phonological awareness is 

necessary for phonics instruction to be effective. Phonological tasks tend to be mostly 

oral or practical. Phonics instruction focuses on teaching the sound-spelling 

relationships and is associated with print. 

 

At Boreham, our aim is for children to have secure phonological awareness and to teach 

them the most common sound-spelling relationships so that they can decode, segment 

and blend words. This decoding ability is the crucial element in reading and writing 

success. Phonics sessions are taught on a daily basis. Each session lasts around 20 

minutes and it is taught with enthusiasm and pace, ensuring key elements of phonics 

teaching are delivered: Review, Teach, Practise, Apply. Continuity of environmental 

resources is also ensured. In classrooms, decodeable (Sunny Words) and common 

exception words (Tricky Words) are displayed on the wall displays. Children have 

reading practice with books that are matched to their phonics understanding, largely 

from the Collins Big Cat Letters and Sounds scheme. Phonics teaching continues 

throughout Years 1 and 2 and additional provision is put in place for children who 

require further phonics support throughout the school. 

 

From the Summer term of Year 1 through to Year 6 reading is taught through 4 whole 

class reading sessions per week as part of our whole school Reading Cycle approach. 



Within each Reading Cycle, children explore text extracts through a range of 

strategies which include sharing their prior knowledge about a text’s theme, learning 

new vocabulary through a range of techniques, practising reading a text fluently and 

learning new skills and strategies to answer oral and written comprehension questions 

effectively.  

 

Additional reading interventions are delivered in all year groups where needed to 

support children’s enjoyment of reading and their development of fluency and 

comprehension. Reading interventions which are run in school include: Precision Grid 

Reading, Toe by Toe, Catch Up Reading, Inference Practice, Pre-Teaching which 

includes pre-reading a text as well as group and one to one reading support. We also use 

intervention reading schemes for reluctant readers and have a range of Barrington 

Stoke books available to support children with specific literacy difficulties such as 

dyslexia. At Boreham Primary School, we are very fortunate to have many volunteers 

who come into school to read with our children as well. 
 

Key Texts & Authors 

Throughout Boreham Primary School, each class is named after a famous author. Our 

famous authors are highlighted throughout the year and explored in greater depth 

during our annual ‘Book Week’. At Boreham Primary School, we highly value the 

importance of children accessing reading through handling real books. In addition to 

reading comprehension lessons, class books are read and explored aloud to promote 

children’s enjoyment of reading for pleasure. Key authors and texts which each year 

group enjoy reading together are outlined below: 
 

EYFS – Shirley Hughes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 – Julia Donaldson 

 

 

 

Year 2 –Alan Ahlberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 – Roald Dahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 – Michael Morpurgo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 – JK Rowling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 – Katherine Rundell 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Fluency 

Reading is taught as soon as children start Boreham Primary School in EYFS through 

systematic phonics teaching, individual reading support and through our reading cycle 

approach. 

Our whole school reading book banding system includes a wide range of genres with an 

emphasis on mastering a depth of reading before moving on to a new colour band. All 

books are colour coded to encourage, motivate and support children with their reading 

progress throughout the school. Teachers use individual reading, whole class reading 

sessions, reading comprehension and reading age assessments to support their 

assessment of children’s reading fluency and comprehension. 

While your child is learning to read in Early Years and Key Stage 1, they will be given 

two reading books to read at home. Your child will start off with a Practice Book. This 

book will be for your child to practice decoding words using their phonics, learning 

tricky words and words they are unfamiliar with. Once your child has practised their 

book and they are confident, their Practice Book will then become their Fluency Book. 

Your child is given a fluency book to practise reading fluently (without sounds out or 

with hesitation) and they must read completely independently. They will then receive a 

new Practice Book and so will have two reading books to work from. We greatly 

appreciate your support, in both helping your child to become more confident with their 

phonics learning and decoding as well as with their fluency practice when reading at 

home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A wide range and depth of books is included within each of our coloured reading bands, 

including real books from a range of authors and books from reading schemes which 

include collections from Collins Big Cat, Oxford Reading Tree, PM Reading and 

Barrington Stoke. To promote the importance of reading a wide variety of books and to 

encourage children to master reading at each coloured band, children refer to genre 

matrixes in their reading diaries to broaden their reading choices and enrich their 

reading experiences before moving on to a new coloured band. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading With Your Child At Home 

Reading with your child on a regular basis is incredibly important. Children who read 

many different types of text develop good general knowledge, strong imagination and a 

sense of creativity. This will enable them to become more successful in their writing 

and in other areas of their learning. Children develop a broader vocabulary if they 

listen to, and talk about, more complex stories and information books which they can 

understand but not necessarily read for themselves, so reading to your child is as 

important as listening to them read. We believe, therefore, that reading with your 

child, or hearing your child read to you, should be part of a daily routine. Bedtimes are 

ideal times to share a story or listen to your child read their favourite book. Make sure 

that you hear your child read in a distraction-free environment for you both. Discussing 

your child’s reading with them is incredibly important to help them improve their 

reading comprehension. Talking about the storyline, the characters (read unknown 

character names) and getting your child to think about what might happen next in the 

story are important ways to help them develop their understanding of story structures 

and develop their thinking and reasoning skills. As your child moves into upper key stage 

two, encourage them to identify quotes or evidence from the text which back up their 

ideas and opinions. Some children often prefer non-fiction (information texts) which 

link to their interests and these can be shared and enjoyed together as easily as 

stories. We expect children in all year groups to read with an adult at least 3 

times per week at home and record this in their reading diary. When you hear 

your child read at home, please write in your child’s reading diary, noting the 

date, title, author and page number as well as short comment about how your child 

read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions To Ask When Reading With Your Child At Home                                      

Suggested questions to discuss with your child about their reading are illustrated 

below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Termly Book Draw                                                                                           

To encourage your child with their reading at home, they are entered into a book draw 

each time they practice their reading at home at least 3 times per week. The book 

draw is held at the start of each half term and there are great books for your child to 

choose from! 



Our Reading Cycle & Whole Class Reading Comprehension  

In Year 1, reading is initially taught through guided group reading in preparation for 

whole class reading comprehension lessons that commence in the summer term. At 

Boreham Primary School, from the summer term of year 1 to year 6, we teach reading 

through four whole class reading sessions per week which form part of our reading 

cycle. Within each reading cycle, children explore a model text extract using a range of 

strategies including: sharing their prior knowledge about the text’s theme; learning new 

vocabulary; practising reading the text fluently; and developing comprehension skills 

and strategies in readiness to attempt written comprehension questions. They are then 

provided with opportunities to apply reading comprehension skills they have been 

taught to a similar practice text. Finally, at the end of each Reading Cycle, an 

assessment text is completed by the children independently to inform your child’s class 

teacher of how well they have grasped the reading skills which they have been taught. 

Your child’s class teacher uses this information to inform their future planning of 

reading teaching. 

 

Our Reading Cycle             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prior Knowledge 

Children explore their prior knowledge about a text by looking at picture clues and 

creating graffiti walls where children’s understanding is recorded. This may be 

referred to and added to throughout the reading cycle. 

 

Exploring Vocabulary 

Children learn new vocabulary through active approaches to learning by playing games 

such as taboo where children describe or act out new words to their peers. Describing 

objects using a feely bag, brainstorming vocabulary in timed challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practising Our Reading Fluency 

Children practise reading texts aloud through a range of strategies including: 

Choral reading – reading aloud as a whole class or group 

Paired reading – reading aloud to or with a partner 

Echo reading – listening to reading being modelled aloud and then aloud reading back 

Audio assisted reading – listening to recorded reading and following the text along 

Independent reading – reading to ourselves in our head 

 

Demonstrating Reading Comprehension 

Throughout our reading cycle children are taught specific skills to help them tackle 

written reading comprehension questions with growing independence and resilience. The 

skills that children are taught include: retrieving information, predicting what might 

happen next, inferring, summarising, comparing texts and analysing an author’s intent.  

 

Assessing Reading                                                                             

During each reading cycle these skills are also explored through a practise text which 

is similar to the model text and an assessment text which children complete with 



greater independence to support teacher’s assessment of children’s reading fluency and 

comprehension. Reading ages are assessed twice yearly using the Salford Reading Test. 

Reading comprehension is more formally assessed at the start of each academic year 

and at the end of each term through the use of PIRA tests. 

School library 

We have a well-equipped library which is looked after by our eight Year 5 librarians. 

Our librarians were elected by their peers, as children who are responsible, organised 

and who demonstrated a love of reading. The librarian’s role is to ensure the library 

stays tidy and inviting, they organise reading books and encourage children to read for 

pleasure during our Lunchtime Library Lounge. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

are invited to the library to share a story with one of our librarians. This is a great way 

for our older pupils to foster their love of reading and encourage this throughout the 

school by sharing their favourite books as well as making recommendations for our 

younger children to read.  

Reading For Pleasure 

At Boreham Primary School, we provide opportunities for children to enjoy reading for 

pleasure through OTTER sessions – ‘Our Time To Enjoy Reading’. This happens at least 

once a week in KS1 and at least twice a week in KS2. 

Here is an example of our OTTER reading charters we have in class. This helps our 

children to develop resilience and stamina when reading. 

KS1 OTTER Reading Charter                    KS2 OTTER Reading Charter 

 



Remain and Read  

To celebrate the importance of reading and sharing books together, each term, parents 

are invited in to school to enjoy reading books with their children. During our Remain 

and Read sessions, parents are given updates about our reading provision in school and 

have the opportunity to speak to their child’s class teacher about their child’s reading. 

We highly value the support our parents give children with their reading at home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Swaps 

Reading together is further promoted through reading swaps among classes within the 

school – children always enjoy supporting each other with their reading! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



World Book Day 

As part of our annual Book Week celebrations, we always love celebrating World Book 

Day, dressing up as our favourite characters! 

              

 

 

 



Developing Oracy and Vocabulary 

At Boreham Primary School, we value the importance of enriching children’s vocabulary. 

An average adult has 30,000 words in their vocabulary and children should learn 

between 6-8 words a day whilst at school. To further support children’s development of 

vocabulary, each class is introduced to a new ‘Word of The Week’ each week all the way 

through from EYFS to Year 6. We use the Mrs Wordsmith resource to enrich 

children’s learning of vocabulary: children identify the meaning of new words; explore 

antonyms and synonyms; and discuss other words which may be closely related to 

expand their vocabulary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are encouraged to use the new words they 

discover each week in their independent writing. 

 

Reading Beyond The Classroom 

Children in all classes have access to the epic! Reading app so they can enjoy diving into 

a range of online reading texts at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Top 100 Books To Read Before Leaving Primary School 

The TES published a list of 100 books every child should read before leaving primary 

school, encourage your child to read as many of these before they leave primary school. 

You may also find referring to our Recommended Reading Spine helpful as it suggests 

books your child should read in each year group. This can be found on your child’s class 

page of the school website. 



 

 

Essex Libraries Big Summer Reading Challenge 

Every summer we promote the Essex Libraries Summer Reading Challenge which 

encourages family involvement in reading throughout the summer holidays. To complete 

the challenge, children must borrow and read 6 library books of their own choice during 

the summer, collecting special stickers, awards and incentives along the way. Children 

who complete the Summer Reading Challenge are presented with a certificate and 

medal and are entered into a prize draw in school when they return in September. The 

Summer Reading Challenge allows children to become more independent in their reading 

and encourages children to use their imagination and empathy to explore a text beyond 

the page. It helps to keep children reading over the summer, ready for their return to 

school in the autumn and supports their successful transition between year groups and 

key stages.  

 


