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Playscripts
Top of the Mops

Assessment Task 6

Teacher notes: Top of the Mops

Curriculum references: Years 5–6

Programme of study: Reading comprehension

Children should be taught to:
• maintain positive attitudes to reading and 

understanding of what they read by:
 – continuing to read and discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books or textbooks

 – preparing poems and plays to read aloud and 
to perform, showing understanding through 
intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning 
is clear to an audience

• understand what they read by:
 – drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences with evidence

 – predicting what might happen from details stated 
and implied

• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 
including figurative language, considering the 
impact on the reader.

Running the task

• The children should have had experience of reading 
a range of playscripts, with different layouts and 
some variation in conventions. It is important that 
children understand the concept of a scene. Remind 
them that this is where there is a change of place or 
time in a play or film.

• Explain that this is an extract from a play by 
Julia Donaldson – it is Scene 1, so there is more 
to follow! Ask them how they can tell this (e.g. 
characters are listed who don’t appear in this 
scene).

• Give the children time to read the scene quietly 
in pairs. After time for rehearsal, encourage the 
children to perform for each other – either before or 
after completing the task. Deploy adults to support 
any groups you feel may find this difficult.

• Talk about what might happen next in the play.

Assessment guidance

Use the list below to identify the content domains that the children are working on in this task.

Typically, children working at the expected standard will:
• retrieve key details and quotations from fiction and non-fiction to demonstrate understanding of 

character, events and information
2b

• provide developed explanations for key information and events and for characters’ actions and 
motivations

2b

• make developed inferences drawing on evidence from the text 2d
• explain and justify inferences, providing evidence from the text to support reasoning 2d
• make developed predictions that are securely rooted in the text 2e
• identify/explain how the choice of language enhances the meaning of texts. 2g
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What to expect

1. Why does Andy put an advert in the paper?

 Most children should understand that he needs a singer for a new rock band. Children working 
at greater depth within the expected standard may realise that it is likely to be Andy’s own band 
because he is the one putting the advert in, and that the band may not have started up yet.

(2b)

2. How do Carol and Andy get on?

 Most children will state that Carol is Andy’s mum, and that she tells him what to do but he 
doesn’t do it. Children working at greater depth within the expected standard may give more 
detail, e.g. although she is annoyed with him she doesn’t seem very angry; he is not scared of 
her and is cheeky to her.

(2d)

3. What does the phrase “keep your hair on” mean? When Andy uses it, what does it tell the 
reader about his attitude towards Carol?

 Most children should understand that the phrase means keep calm/calm down. However, some 
children may add that it is an impatient way to express this and it is not very respectful.

(2g)

4. How do you think Carol feels after Andy goes out of the front door? Support your answer with 
evidence from the text.

 Children working towards the expected standard will probably focus on the fact that she throws 
the banana skin at him as he leaves, suggesting she is angry. Children working at the expected 
standard will extend this to say that she thinks about what he has said and begins to calm down 
a bit. Some may feel that she is not really angry when she throws the banana skin, but rather 
she is playful.

(2d)

5. Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether each statement is 
true or false.

 Most children should be able to answer this question, selecting the correct answers using the 
text.

(2b)

6. What solution does Carol think of to resolve the problem between her and Andy? Tick one.

 Most children should be able to infer that Carol thinks that having a cleaner will mean that the 
house is tidier, and will select the correct answer.

(2b)

7. What do you think is going to happen with Andy’s and Carol’s adverts?

 Give credit for any reasonable response. Most children will see that both have placed an advert 
and given the same phone number so a mix-up is an obvious possibility. Children working 
at greater depth within the expected standard may refer back to the characters listed at the 
beginning.

(2e)
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From Top of the Mops by Julia Donaldson

Characters
Andy Miller, a teenage rock musician
Carol Miller, Andy’s mother; an estate agent
Doreen Blanket, a cleaner
Spike, a teenage singer
[The play is set in the hallway of the Miller’s home.  
There is a window, a front door, and three more doors,  
leading to the kitchen, the studio and the broom cupboard.]

SCENE 1: Wednesday, early evening

[Andy is sitting by the phone, with a paper on his lap. He dials a number.]

Andy: Hello, I’d like to put an advert in your paper. “Singer needed to join new band. 
Phone 483 5593.” That’s it. OK. Thank you. Goodbye.

Carol: [coming out of the kitchen, sounding cross] Andy, the freezer’s been unplugged.

Andy: What? Oh, sorry, Mum, I needed to plug my new guitar in somewhere.

Carol: What’s wrong with your studio? Do you want me to turn it back into a spare room?

Andy: No, of course not. The studio was just a bit … crowded, that’s all.

Carol: In other words it was a complete tip, as usual.

Andy: I’m sorry, Mum. I meant to plug the freezer back in.

Carol: Well, it’s too late now. You’ll just have to have soggy beef burgers and melted ice 
cream for supper.

Andy: I’ve said I’m sorry.

Carol: And what’s this banana skin doing on the floor?

Andy: I don’t know – the can-can, maybe.

Carol: Ha, ha, very funny?

Andy: Keep your hair on, can’t you?

Carol: How can I, when I get back from work to find the house looking like this?

Andy: Well, it’s not all me. What about your bedroom?

Carol: My bedroom is like Buckingham Palace compared to your studio. Now go and tidy it!

Andy: I’ll do it later.

Carol: You’ll do it now. Why are you always so lazy?

Andy: [going out of the front door] I must take after you. [Carol throws the banana skin at 
him as he goes out.]

Carol: He’s right really. I hate housework. [She picks up the paper.] What’s this? Evening 
News. Hmmmm. [She dials a number.] Hello, could I put an advert in, please? 
“Cleaner wanted urgently. Phone 483 5593.” Thank you. Goodbye.
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Read the text, then answer the questions.

1. Why does Andy put an advert in the paper?

2. How do Carol and Andy get on?

3. What does the phrase “keep your hair on” mean? When Andy uses it, what does it tell the 
reader about his attitude towards Carol?

4. How do you think Carol feels after Andy goes out of the front door? Support your answer with 
evidence from the text.

5. Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether each statement is 
true or false.

True False

Andy wants a new singer for his band.

Andy’s studio is very messy.

Carol has a bedroom in Buckingham Palace.

Carol does not like housework.

6. What solution does Carol think of to resolve the problem between her and Andy? Tick one.

 To plug in the freezer.  To get a cleaner. 

 To get Andy to tidy his room.  To throw the banana skin at him. 

7. What do you think is going to happen with Andy’s and Carol’s adverts?
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